Communication and Interaction Team Newsletter Winter Term 2019
The Communication and Interaction Team are part of NYCC’s Inclusive Education Service, offering
support to educational settings for children and young people with Communication and Interaction
difficulties. We are a team of Consultants, Specialist Teachers and Specialist Practitioners with a
wide range of backgrounds, specialisms and experience. We are a needs-led service so children and
young people do not require any diagnosis to receive support from our team.
Referrals can be made using a ‘Request for Involvement’ form (CYPSinfo website).
Details on advice and specialist support for a child or young person with special educational needs or disabilities
(SEND) can be found here: NYCC Local Offer: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/send-specialist-support-and-provision

News :
We wish you a warm welcome back and hope you had a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Events:

Up and coming events:


Bespoke ‘Post 16’ professional drop-ins to start soon.



NAPLIC conference in Birmingham on the 11th of May details on website.

Talking mats:
Were designed by a team of experienced Speech and Language Therapists and Social Workers, who have combined their clinical experience, gained through work in the NHS, and their
programme of research at Stirling University.
Talking Mats is an interactive resource that uses three sets of picture communication symbols –
topics, options and a visual scale – and a space on which to display them. This can either be a
physical, textured mat, or a digital space, for example a tablet, smart board or computer
screen for which the team have created one of the best apps for communication disability.

Once the topic is chosen e.g., ‘activities’ or ‘people’, the participant is given the options one at a
time and asked to think about what they feel about each one. They can then place the symbol
under the appropriate visual scale symbol to indicate what they feel.

Websites:


Free crisis text service for CYP

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/get-urgent-help/youngminds-crisis-messenger/


Good site for secondary / college students - simple visual activity to look at what I can /
cannot control

https://www.counselorkeri.com/2017/10/06/what-can-i-control-a-simple-visual-activity-for-school
-

