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BIKEBAYo o
rethinking cycle storage for the tour de france 

In 2014, North Yorkshire Society of Architects ran a design competition for primary school children across 
North Yorkshire to celebrate the Tour de France coming to Yorkshire.

The following pages are an illustrative description of the process that started in February 2014 with 17 
primary school workshops resulting in the winners design being fabricated alongside a celebration of all 
entries at the official Tour de France Fan Park in Harrogate for the Grand Depart weekend 4-6 July 2014.

More information on the project can be found on website http://nysarchitects.wixsite.com/bikebay



“Why is architecture not taught in 
schools?” 

“What can we do to celebrate the Tour de 
France coming to Yorkshire?” 

1 + 1 =  

one big idea 

2 questions that informed our brief: 



How would you design a bicycle stand to celebrate the 
world’s biggest cycle race coming to your town? 
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The new Harrogate Borough Council 
offices became home for the 
BIKEBAY and a permanent legacy of 
the Tour de France for the area 



Appendix a 

ii.  Bikebay project costs:

6. 

COSTS £ 

Administrative costs (planning of 
workshops, organisation, curation of 
exhibition, preparation of website) 

£25,000 (500 hours x £50 per hour of architects time) 

Judging 0 (no travel costs, no venue cost or refreshment costs) 

fabrication of winning design 8000  

Temporary installation at Tour de 
France Fan Park 

1000 

Exhibition: 
Hire of exhibition truck 

Site hire at TDF Fan Park 

Printing costs 
Equipment costs 

1500  
Undisclosed (commercial costs of Tour de France Fan Park site 
donated by site managers Velagogo) 
675 
215 

Digital exhibition 100 web hosting 

Launch event: 
Prizes for winners 

Refreshment costs 
Photography 

600 
150 
1000 

Project reserves for installation at 
permanent site 

1860 

TOTAL COST 40,100 



Bikebay project feedback

Comments from participants of the workshops:

“Thank you so much for yesterday, we had some
great responses from the children. My class carried
on through the next two lessons and produced some
lovely ideas.  A quote from one of them for you: ‘I
hadn’t thought about how you design something
before but I like thinking up all these ideas and
putting them together’”

teacher from Highfield Primary, Harrogate

“By the end of the 70 mins, a show of hands
revealed that some 70% of the kids wanted to
become architects!”

Ric Blenkharn, Bramhall Blenkharn who presented a
workshop to children at East Ayton Primary School
near Scarborough.

Happy participant showing off his design 



Comments from the competition judges: 

“Competitions like Bike Bay give young people the 
chance to explore ideas such as design and 
production. The entries were all of a high standard 
and I know that many of the entrants will have been 
inspired to seriously consider a career in the creative 
design industries.”  

Andrew Jones MP for Harrogate. 

“It was a delight to judge the Bike Bay competition. 
The winning entry is an exciting example of great 
design that celebrates the Tour de France in 
Yorkshire.” “I hope the bike bay will become a 
permanent reference to “the Tour” in Harrogate.”  

Anthony Clerici, Vice President RIBA 

“The winning entry demonstrated very clear design 
intent, cleverly introducing the day one profile into 
the architecture of the bike bay. It was a 
sophisticated entry from such a young designer.” 

 Tim Leigh, director of Stage One. 4)  

Judges Ant Clerici, Tim Leigh and Andrew Jones MP 
discussing the entries 



Comment from the winner, Will Hunt aged 10: 

“Winning felt absolutely amazing as I hadn’t really 
designed anything before, so when I found out I was 
delighted. Visiting the Stage One factory to discuss 
my design, and knowing the bike bay will be 
situated in Harrogate is great.”  

Comments from the public over Tour de France 
Grand Depart weekend: 

general surprise was expressed when informed that 
the Bike Bay was designed by a 10 year old local 
school boy. 

Excitement by all when informed the Bike Bay would 
be installed permanently in Harrogate. 

Many people came back a second time to show 
friends/family members the exhibition. 

Public crowding in front of the BIKEBAY at the Tour de 
France Fan Park 4-6 July 2014 




