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	END OF SUMMER TERM REMINDERS – Upcoming Tasks
· Compliance – Letter sent to all providers from 9 July 2026 (Attached below – please read)
· Submit Estimates from 6 July – 14 Aug 2026. Microsoft form email link sent out on Monday 6 July 2026.  (Please note if no estimate received, payments cannot be made in September 2026)
· Provider Portal now open for Autumn Term Headcount – Guidance sent via email 13 July 2026
· Department for Education – Consultation on proposed changes to the entitlements funding system 
· Working Parent Funding codes - remind parents to reconfirm prior to the 31 August 2026
· Check Working Parent Funding using the Eligibility Checker screen on the provider portal

	COMPLIANCE LETTER - sent to all providers from Assistant Director (Resources) NYC
· Important: Please ensure the attached letter is shared with and read by all staff responsible for managing and administering funded childcare places and charging parents. 
· Providers are expected to review their arrangements and ensure full compliance with the DfE statutory guidance.   


	ESTIMATES (Autumn Term 2026)
· Submit your estimates from 6 July – 14 Aug 2026.  To receive a payment in September and October 2026 you must submit an estimate by the deadline
· Please ensure you check the validity of all working family codes prior to offering a funded place in Autumn term
· Codes must have a start date on or prior to 31 August 2026, and an end date after 1 September 2026
· Do not use the grace period as a validity date as this only applies to children who accessed that funding type with you in the summer term
· Deadline for parents to obtain or reconfirm a code: 31 August 2026
Please note – some children with currently valid codes may still need to reconfirm before the deadline to remain eligible in Autumn

	Provider Portal now open for Autumn Term Headcount - Action Required:
The Synergy Web Provider Portal is now open for you to submit your Autumn Term headcount claims. 
· Headcount Week: 28 September –2 October 2026
· Deadline: All claims must be submitted by 5:00 PM on Friday, 2 October 2026.
· Please pay particular attention to the funded entitlement weeks when entering your headcount details.  
· ✅ Key Rule: Census information on funding page. Always enter ‘38’ weeks for the entitlement being claimed, even if you operate fewer weeks or offer stretched funding. This information must be added to be able to submit your claim. If submitted incorrectly, providers will be contacted and required to re-send.
	Claim Type
	Funded Entitlement Weeks
	Expanded/ Extended Entitlement Weeks

	Under 2’s - Working Family funded hours claim
	0
	38 

	2YO – Early Learning for 2-year-olds funded hours claim only (formerly FRAS) 
	38
	0

	2YO – Working Family funded hours claim only
	0
	38

	2YO – both Early Learning for 2-year-olds and Working Family funded hours claim
	38
	38

	3&4YO – Universal funded hours only
	38
	0

	3&4YO – Working Family (Extended) only
	0
	38

	3&4YO – both Universal and Working Family funded hours claim
	38
	38


· Submit headcount claims now – do not wait until headcount week. Submitting early means any issues (such as adding claims, code queries, or access problems) can be resolved before our deadline of 2 October.
· For Autumn Term Headcount guidance - Early Years Funding | CYPSinfo

	CENSUS RETURN – Provider Portal > My Details
· In order to send your Autumn 26 headcount you must provide census data via the ‘My Details’ tab
· It is important you accurately record the number of children in each age group – there has been a large number of settings who have not recorded this correctly, resulting in the Early Years Funding Team having to manually amend the data
· Please record the age of each child as of 31st August 2026

	CHECK WORKING FAMILY ELIGIBILITY CODES
· Using the Eligibility Checker screen on the Provider Portal for any children returning or joining in September 2026 prior to end of Summer Term.
· This is particularly important for term-time providers closing for summer holidays. Parents should then be notified if they do not hold a valid code and told they will need to apply/re-confirm their codes with HMRC before 31 August 2026.

	EARLY YEARS FUNDING CONSULTATION: proposed changes to the entitlements funding system 
· The consultation seeks views on proposed changes to the early years funding system associated with the current offer of early years entitlements.
· Responses are requested by 14 September 2026.
· Please use the links below to the Government consultation documents: 
Early year funding proposed changes to the entitlements funding system consultation and Annex for early years funding consultation
Response form: 
Early years funding: proposed changes to the entitlements funding system - Department for Education - Citizen Space 

	[bookmark: _Hlk213832613][bookmark: _Hlk199316367]REMINDER Charging and Artificial breaks 
· Ensure that children can take up their free hours in continuous blocks if they wish to, and there should be no artificial breaks in the entitlement hours. For example, over the lunch period, a provider should not offer 10am to 12pm and 1pm to 3pm as entitlement hours and offer only private paid hours in between.
· Please use the guidance Early education and childcare - GOV.UK Charging and Transparency 1.31 to A1.44 ensure parents are aware of your charges.
· Make your offer clear for parents by using DfE Charging Template here Chargeable_extras_template_2026.docx
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