	[bookmark: _Hlk191564912]Early Years Funding 

	NOW OPEN – Summer Term 2026 Headcount must match MIS (e.g. Arbor/Bromcom) and Census return. 
 The early years child data submitted via the School Census is the primary mechanism used by the Department for Education to fund the local authority for early years entitlements for each term. Accurate and complete early years data submission is therefore essential to ensure early years funding levels correctly reflect early years pupil attendance and entitlement.
 Schools must check all early year’s census data thoroughly before submission to ensure it accurately reflects the school’s records. Census data is also used to:
· Calculate early years funding within schools
· Determine eligibility and payments for Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP) and Disability Access Funding (DAF).
 Schools should submit the Summer Term Early Years headcount via the Synergy Provider Portal as early as possible. Do not wait until headcount week, as submissions can be amended at any point up to the published deadline.
 It is essential that all child data matches across all systems for all funded entitlement, e.g. 3&4 year old Universal (funded), 3&4 year old Extended (Extended), Early Learning for 2 year old (funded), 2 year old working parent entitlement (Expanded) and 9 -23 month (Expanded) including:
· School MIS e.g. ARBOR, BROMCOM
· Synergy Provider Portal
· School Census via COLLECT
· Weekly checks on EYPP eligibility should be undertaken, but this can only be completed once the headcount on the Synergy Provider Portal has been processed by the Early Years Funding Team (EYFT). Completing these checks early will significantly reduce issues when uploading Census data.
 Schools may only claim funded hours for children who are registered and attending during Headcount Week, which runs from 18–22 May 2026.
 A valid Parental Agreement must be in place before any funding claim can be made. Claims submitted without a valid agreement may be rejected.
 Disability Access Funding (DAF) evidence must be submitted by Friday 22 May 2026. Late submissions cannot be guaranteed for payment.

	[bookmark: _Hlk213832613][bookmark: _Hlk199316367]REMINDER –Charging and Artificial breaks 
· Ensure that children are able to take up their free hours in continuous blocks if they wish to, and there should be no artificial breaks in the entitlement hours. For example, over the lunch period, a provider should not offer 10am to 12pm and 1pm to 3pm as entitlement hours and offer only private paid hours in between.
· Please use the guidance Early education and childcare - GOV.UK Charging and Transparency 1.31 to A1.44 ensure parents are aware of your charges.
· Make your offer clear for parents by using DfE Charging Template here Chargeable_extras_template_2026.docx

	REMINDER – Early Years Payments into Bank Accounts
· Academy and State Funded Governor run - please contact eyft@northyorks.gov.uk if you are contacted by your bank about fraudulent activity on the bank account that your early years funding is paid into.

	UPDATE – New Guidance Available on Website
· The following guidance has been updated and is available here Early Years Funding | CYPSinfo  
Provider Timetable - Summer 2026.pdf
Useful dates 2026-2027.pdf 
Early Years Funding Rates 2026-27.pdf
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