
Learning with  
Craven Museum
Are you looking for exciting ways to engage your pupils 
inside and outside the classroom? Craven Museum has 
a range of formal workshops and programmes, informal 
sessions, Discovery Boxes and Teacher CPD events  
which could be just what you’re looking for!

Culture, Heritage & Community

Teacher CPD
Craven Museum offers bookable CPD sessions for local primary teachers linked to  
the Key Stage Two history curriculum. These sessions help teachers to:
• Consolidate and build upon their subject knowledge (both general and local).
• Gain new ideas for engaging pupils in the classroom.
•  Explore the Craven Museum collection to see how pupils can benefit from  

object-based learning.

• Historical timeline overview 
• Artefact Investigation 
•  Summary of significant national  

and local sites/discoveries
•  Suggested lesson enquiries/scheme  

of work and classroom activities
•  An overview of relevant Craven  

Museum resources

• Historical timeline overview 
•  Change or continuity activity using  

historical evidence
•  Summary of significant national  

and local sites/discoveries
•  Suggested lesson enquiries/scheme  

of work and classroom activities
•  An overview of relevant Craven  

Museum re sources

• Historical timeline overview 
•  Evidence investigation to consolidate 

subject knowledge and source skills
•  Urban vs. Rural – exploring  

contrasting experiences
•  Suggested lesson enquiries/scheme  

of work and classroom activities
•  An overview of relevant Craven  

Museum resources 

90 minutes £63.00 £53.00

Contents Duration Cost

Outreach for 
up to 30 staff

At Craven  
Museum for  
up to 16 staff

CPD Session

Stone Age to 
Iron Age

Romans

World War Two

Enquiries and bookings:

For more information about any of our education offer or to make a  
booking, contact Craven Museum: cravenmuseum@northyorks.gov.uk  

Tel: 01756 706397



EXPLORING ART
Use artwork from the museum collection to 
investigate colour and line, then spark your  
imagination by “stepping into a painting” and 
creating a story!

OBJECT HANDLING 
FOR RECEPTION 
Historical Toys / Historical Homes
Handle and describe themed objects, then make 
contrasts and comparisons between modern and 
historical items using supporting images.

For these informal sessions, museum staff will lead 
small groups of about 3 children in a handling and 
Q&A session, each lasting around 5 minutes, while 
the rest of class continues with normal lesson 
time or explores the museum.  

TOYS OF THE PAST
Compare toys used by two real Victorian children 
from Skipton, then try out some historical toys and 
games for yourself!

BESPOKE SESSIONS
Can’t find what you’re looking for? If the topic is 
reflected in our museum collection, we can create a 
bespoke session at the museum to suit your curriculum. 
Past bespoke sessions have included trails and object 
handling on the themes of “Clothing Through Time” and 
lead-mining, as well as talks and practical sessions about 
museum education for undergraduates! (Prices vary.)

THE HOME FRONT 
IN CRAVEN
Use museum objects and immersive experiences 
to explore what life was like for people in  
Craven during World War Two, from rationing 
and worker shortages to taking in evacuees!

STONE AGE TO  
IRON AGE
Explore how and why prehistoric tools changed 
over time and channel your inner-archaeologist 
to investigate some real artefacts!

ROMANS IN CRAVEN
Re-enact the story of the Romans and the local 
Brigantes tribe, then use museum objects to 
explore ancient life at Kirk Sink Roman Villa and 
develop your archaeology skills!

VICTORIAN CRAVEN: 
HOMES OF THE PAST
Use museum objects to explore life in a Victorian 
household, comparing past and present, then get 
hands-on with some Victorian-style washing!

Workshops
All standard workshops are available as on-site or outreach sessions, where  
we bring the objects to you! Bespoke sessions can also be arranged. 
As well as a workshop, on-site visits can also include a space for eating lunch,  
a self-led tour of the museum and use of the gift shop.
We are able to adapt workshops to suit the needs of your class, so please  
get in touch with any specific requirements.



KS1

Reception

KS2

KS1 and above 
(all levels)

Communication and Language: 
Responding to objects with 
comments and questions; 
holding conversations; using 
relevant vocabulary; using past 
and present tense 

Understanding the World: 
Understanding similarities 
and differences between past 
and present; describing using 
knowledge from observation

Art and Design:  
Developing techniques; 
learning about artists’ work; 
using paintings to develop 
imagination and share ideas

History: Identifying similarities 
and differences between  
periods; significant historical 
events in the locality

History: Developing  
chronological understanding; 
identifying similarities and 
differences between periods; 
changes within living memory

Art and Design: Designing  
and making products

History: The Roman Empire 
and its impact on Britain;  
local history study; continuity 
and change; different sources 
of historical knowledge

History: Changes in Britain 
from the Stone Age to the 
Iron Age; chronology of British 
history; continuity and change; 
different sources of historical 
knowledge

History: British history 
beyond 1066 – significant 
turning point, social change; 
local history study; cause and 
consequence; different  
sources of historical  
knowledge

On-site:  
£27 per hour

Outreach: 
£37 per hour

On-site:  £95

Outreach: £105

Workshop Duration Curriculum Links Cost*Age group

Overview:

*Craven schools get their first booking free!

Object Handling 
Session:  
Historical Toys

1 hour (multiple 
small group  
sessions)

1 hour (multiple 
small group  
sessions)

Object Handling 
Session:  
Historical Homes

Exploring Art 2 hours

2 hours

2 hours

Victorian Craven: 
Homes of the Past

Toys of the Past

Romans in Craven 2 hours 30 mins

2 hours 30 mins

2 hours 30 mins

Stone Age to  
Iron Age

The Home Front  
in Craven

Bespoke sessions Variable

Discovery Boxes
Craven Museum offers a loan box service to schools and groups to enhance learning 
through interaction with real and replica objects. Each box centres on a theme and 
includes handling instructions and information about the objects inside, as well as some 
suggested classroom activities.
Loans cost £7.00 per week and can last up to 2 weeks, although we may be able to 
accommodate longer loans in some circumstances. 
Available boxes include:

•  Treasures of the Deep - Explore the 
world of minerals, fossils and shells 
with objects including an ammonite, 
agates and fossilised coral. 

•  Turned to Stone - Discover what 
Craven’s landscape would have 
been like by examining the fossils of 
creatures and plants from the past.

•  Stone Age Box - Learn about life in 
the Stone Age with a variety of tools, 
from axe to harpoon.

•  Romans Box - Investigate a variety 
of items linked to Roman life, from 
mosaics to a wax tablet and stylus.

•  Medieval Box - Step into the Middle 
Ages by looking at a variety of 
household objects, from pottery to 
candles.

•  Beth’s Box - Explore the life of a 
Victorian maid with objects such as a 
pie funnel, metal hot water bottle and 
candle snuffer.

•  John’s Box - Explore the life of a 
Victorian schoolchild with objects such 
as a textbook, slate and dip pen.

•  Toys Box - Discover the history of 
play with toys mostly from the 19th 
and 20th centuries, such as building 
blocks, a cup and ball, a drum and 
various game sets. As well as historical 
handling items, this box also includes a 
selection of modern replicas which can 
be played with. 

•  School Days - Uncover the story of 
school life in the 1920s, 30s and 40s 
with objects such as a satchel, school 
bell, milk bottle and games.

•   Home Front - Investigate daily life on 
the Home Front during World War 
Two by exploring various items, from 
public information leaflets and posters 
to a ration book and replica gas mask.



Arts Award
Arts Award is a range of recognised qualifications awarded by Trinity College London 
which support children and young people aged 5-25 to grow as artists and arts leaders. 
Through Arts Award, they develop creative, critical and communicative skills by completing 
challenges in particular art forms. Successful participants receive an official certificate.
At Skipton Town Hall, our current Arts Award opportunities enable young people to 
explore and be inspired by the Craven Museum collection.

Introductory level (not a regulated 
qualification)

Entry Level

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

5-9

 
7-11

11-14**

14-16**

16+** 

Qualification Recommended ageAward

Discover*

 
Explore

Bronze*

Silver

Gold

*Offered by Skipton Town Hall 
**Participants must be at least aged 11 by the time the award is completed.

Arts Award Discover
Participant requirements: 
•  Take part in arts activities and identify 

different types of art
•  Find out about an artist or craftsperson
•  Share what has been learned 
Workshop contents: Hunting for art forms 
in the museum, researching someone whose 
work is on display, trying out art activities led 
by museum staff and sharing experiences 
through paired discussions or in a school-
based activity later (e.g. an assembly).
Cost: £95.00 plus certificate costs for  
each child.* 
Capacity: Available for up to 30 pupils  
at once.
Duration: 3.5 hours including time for 
packed lunches (or 2.5 if you choose to 
complete the final part of the award back 
at school).

Bronze Arts Award
Participant requirements: 

•  Take part in and reflect upon  
arts activities

•  Experience and review an arts event/s, 
then share thoughts with others

•  Research and present findings about  
an artist or craftsperson

•  Pass on an art skill by planning and 
teaching a lesson to others, then reflect 
upon how it went 

Programme contents: We can run 
Bronze Arts Award programmes either 
independently or collaboratively with 
a school teacher. Programmes vary 
according to group requirements. 
•  Independent programmes: Typically this 

involves following a set theme reflected 
in the museum collection. Participants 
try several arts activities based on 
that theme, explore the theme in the 
museum through a tour and/or trail, 
research artists linked to the theme and 
invite a friend/family member on-site 

to be taught a skill learned during their 
earlier arts activities.

•  Collaborative programmes: A trained 
Arts Award Advisor will support the 
teacher to plan and deliver most of 
the content in school through regular 
meetings and some outreach visits, as 
well as a school visit to Craven Museum. 
Where possible, the award is linked to 
the normal school curriculum.

Cost: £90.00 per participant 
(independent) or £330.00 plus certificate 
costs* (collaborative).
Capacity: Subject to availability. (Due to 
the demands of each programme, we are 
usually only able to offer one per year for 
a maximum of 30 pupils at once.)
Duration: Equivalent to 2-hour weekly 
sessions over approximately 4 months/a  
school term.
*Trinity College London updates certificate 
prices regularly and discounted costs apply 
for groups of 25 or more. Please contact 
Craven Museum or see the Arts Award 
website for the most up-to-date information: 
www.artsaward.org.uk/costs


