
 

OFFICIAL 

TQUK Level 3 Diploma for the Children's Workforce (Early Years 
Educator) 
The Level 3 diploma is currently funded through the Free Courses for Jobs programme, 
with limited course places available to start in November 2026.  To better support 
learners preparing for the TQUK Level 3 Diploma for the Children's Workforce (Early 
Years Educator), we have introduced a new pre-Level 3 course: ‘The Early Years 
Essentials: A Pathway to Level 3 Educator’. This course is specifically designed for 
those wishing to progress onto the Level 3 qualification and is now a mandatory part of 
the pathway. Enrolment is now open. 
 
Your Pathway to Becoming an Early Years Educator 
Step 1: Complete the Mandatory Essentials Course: ‘Early Years Essentials: A Pathway 
to Level 3 Educator’ 
Step 2: Progress to the TQUK Level 3 Diploma for the Children's Workforce (Early Years 
Educator) 
 
Step 1: Choose a pre-level 3 course:’ Early Years Essentials: A Pathway to Level 3 
Educator’ 

Day Time Dates Duration Tutor Course link to 
enrol 

Monday 
Evening 

6.30 pm 
to 8.30 
pm 

21 September to 
2 November 
2026 

4 weeks Kath 
Pullein 

Course Details 
| ontrack: 
Learner Hub  

Wednesday 
Evening 

6.30 pm 
to 8.30 
pm 

16 September to 
28 October 2026 

4 weeks Caroline 
Wilson 

Course Details 
| ontrack: 
Learner Hub  

 
Step 2: Progress to the TQUK Level 3 Diploma for the Children's Workforce (Early Years 
Educator) 

Day Time Dates Duration Tutor Course Link to 
apply 

Monday 
Morning 

9:30am to 
12:30pm 

2nd Nov 2026 
to 23rd August 
2027 

17 
weeks 

Kath 
Pullein 

Course Details 
| ontrack: 
Learner Hub  

Monday 
Evening 

6.00 pm to 
9.00 pm 

16th Nov 2026 
to 23rd August 
2027 

17 
weeks 

Kath 
Pullein 

Course Details 
| ontrack: 
Learner Hub  

Wednesday 
Evening 

6.00 pm to 
9.00 pm 

11 Nov 2026 
to 25 August 
2027 

17 
weeks 

Caroline 
Wilson 

Course Details 
| ontrack: 
Learner Hub  

 
Further information 
Learners must be either working in an Early Years setting or have a placement secured 
in a setting prior to starting the level 3 course. Learners must be able to demonstrate 
their ability to work with all children aged 0-5 years, therefore if the setting they work in, 
or have secured placement in, only offers places for a certain age range of children, 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D31113&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028824129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OYo74jnIx%2Bcb8tD5CO0%2BEEdBOm669i1%2FOy9i6Udpgi4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D31113&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028824129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OYo74jnIx%2Bcb8tD5CO0%2BEEdBOm669i1%2FOy9i6Udpgi4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D31113&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028824129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OYo74jnIx%2Bcb8tD5CO0%2BEEdBOm669i1%2FOy9i6Udpgi4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D31115&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028844648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rGbJBsl0%2BHxCfVLewMsGuukks5yiWH7XZLzR4%2BCo%2Fec%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D31115&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028844648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rGbJBsl0%2BHxCfVLewMsGuukks5yiWH7XZLzR4%2BCo%2Fec%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D31115&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028844648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rGbJBsl0%2BHxCfVLewMsGuukks5yiWH7XZLzR4%2BCo%2Fec%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D30826&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028863898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mLmbH6%2FuUe%2F9ZeIUnLq08NlDs5A3EL8vbjShAm0pOb0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D30826&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028863898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mLmbH6%2FuUe%2F9ZeIUnLq08NlDs5A3EL8vbjShAm0pOb0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D30826&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028863898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mLmbH6%2FuUe%2F9ZeIUnLq08NlDs5A3EL8vbjShAm0pOb0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D30818&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028886967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tunTA5urKJjYlhjoLYlemZsNgZyEcSWPaYenGo8eXic%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D30818&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028886967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tunTA5urKJjYlhjoLYlemZsNgZyEcSWPaYenGo8eXic%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D30818&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028886967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tunTA5urKJjYlhjoLYlemZsNgZyEcSWPaYenGo8eXic%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D30824&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028908375%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HxmWvplfqcj8KOg0HpnrJib77j96tsZUAZPB8uJew58%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D30824&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028908375%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HxmWvplfqcj8KOg0HpnrJib77j96tsZUAZPB8uJew58%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Febsontrackprospect.northyorks.gov.uk%2FPage%2FProspectus_CourseOverview%3Fuio_id%3D30824&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Blake%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4bd3a67eb1244348c33f08def7aa4e62%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639220508028908375%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HxmWvplfqcj8KOg0HpnrJib77j96tsZUAZPB8uJew58%3D&reserved=0
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learners must secure additional placements to enable them to work across the full 0-5 
year age range. It can take time to secure placements, so if individuals are interested in 
this course, they must start looking for a placement as soon as possible, and will not be 
able to begin the course without one. 
 
*This course is currently fully funded under the free courses for jobs. This means that 
learners may be eligible to complete this course for free if they meet the following 
requirements. Individuals can get a free qualification if they’re aged 19 or over and earn 
below £26,800 or are unemployed. 
 
If you, or anybody within your team, are interested in completing a recognised Early 
Years Educator level 3 qualification, we encourage you to enrol on the Early Years 
Essentials course as soon as possible as places are limited.  
 


