Early Years Key Messages
2nd October 2026
Please share Key Messages with all staff in your provision.   Previous Key Messages available at: https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/early-years-key-messages  
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NYSCP Safeguarding Children Training Flowchart
NYSCP Safeguarding Evenings for early years providers
Early Years Conference 13th March 2027
Dog safety in Early Years
Early Years Service Children’s Champion 
Families First Newsletter
Winners and Finalists – National Nursery World Awards 2026
Thriving Relationships Day
Early Years Funding Update

Updated Statutory Information Sharing Guidance
From 30th September 2026, there is a new legal duty to share information about children if that information helps to keep a child safe or supports their wellbeing.  This is a change from the document being advisory to a new legal duty which includes childcare settings in the new duty (paragraph 25) DfE stat guidance template. 

NYSCP Safeguarding Children Training Flowchart
To ensure that providers safeguarding knowledge is current and in line with the EYFS, please find attached a flowchart of NYSCP training recommended for all staff to complete as well as DSL training for new DSLs and refresher training for established DSLs.  A wide variety of safeguarding training is available on the NYSCP website including lunchtime sessions on specific safeguarding subjects and the Early Years Safeguarding online event to be held on 14th October.  (Attachment 1) 

NYSCP Safeguarding Evenings for early years providers
The dates for the NYSCP Safeguarding evenings for all PVI early years group providers and childminders are below.  Please book via NYES.  These will be held on Teams and will be from 1900 – 2100 hrs:-
Wednesday, 14th October 2026
Wednesday, 28th April 2027

Early Years Conference 13th March 2027
This year’s Early Years conference for PVI early years group providers and childminders at Harrogate, Pavilions on 13th March 2026 09:30 - 13:30.  Please see the attached leaflet for further details and how to book (Attachment 2) 

Dog safety in Early Years 
The Pet Education Partnership has online resources to promote dog safety with young children.  There are resources for all age groups of children including simple tips for interacting safely with dogs Pet Education Online Learning Resources
     
Early Years Service Children’s Champion 
Please note the change of email for the EY Service Children’s Champion: EYservicechampion@northyorks.gov.uk

Families First Programme Newsletter
Families First is a national reform programme led by the Department for Education.  It is about changing how we work together with children, their families and their networks, so that support: Is built around strong relationships Includes the family’s support networks Offered at the earliest opportunity Families First brings together Targeted Early Help, Child in Need and Child Protection into a single, connected Family Help system, so families experience fewer changes in practitioners and clearer support plans. (Attachment 3) 

Winners and Finalists – National Nursery World Awards 2026
At the recent National Nursery World Awards 2026, several North Yorkshire PVI providers were recognised as winners or finalists.  Many congratulations to Young Ones Childminding, Mana Childcare, Orchard Trees Day Nursery, Muddy Boots Day Nursery, Little Years Day Nursery and RAFA Kidz Day Nursery on this fantastic achievement. Their success reflects the high-quality early years provision and dedication to supporting children and families across North Yorkshire.

Thriving Relationships Day
Thriving Relationships Day event, is delivered by Amity and North Yorkshire Council, designed for anyone who supports children and families in a professional or voluntary capacity.  Throughout the day, expert speakers will introduce key themes around relationships, conflict, communication and connection, helping attendees better understand how the quality of relationships can positively influence outcomes for children and young people. (Attachment 4)

EARLY YEARS FUNDING UPDATE
Important information and required actions for all Early Years Providers. Please ensure this information is shared with all relevant staff.
	AUTUMN TERM ACTION CHECKLIST
	Action Required
	Complete

	Submit Autumn Term Headcount Claim and DAF supporting evidence, if applicable Deadline 5pm - Friday 2 October 2026
	☐

	Complete the North Yorkshire Council 2027-2028 Early Years Funding Consultation
Deadline: 5pm on Friday, 23rd October 2026.
	☐

	Ensure that your charging policy follows the statutory guidance - Early education and childcare - GOV.UK
	☐




	KEY DATES AT A GLANCE
	Activity
	Date
	 

	Headcount Submission and DAF evidence Deadline
	5pm, 2 October 2026
	

	North Yorkshire Council – 2027-28 Early Years Funding Consultation on principle-based proposals for early years funding rates - complete the response form on this link at: https://survey.northyorks.gov.uk/t/8OC3H7/
The responses received to this consultation will be considered by the North Yorkshire Council Executive Members for the Children & Young People’s Service in their decision-making process in relation to early years’ funding rates for the 2027-28 financial year.
	5pm on Friday, 23rd October 2026
	

	Save the Date – Provider Funding Briefing Session. Further details will follow in October
	1pm & 7pm, Tues 3 November 2026
	




	AUTUMN TERM HEADCOUNT - OPEN
✅The Synergy Provider Portal is now open for Autumn Term Headcount submissions. 
	Headcount Week
	28 September – 2 October 2026

	Headcount Submission and DAF evidence Deadline
	5pm Friday 2 October 2026


✅Key Rule: Census information on funding page. Always enter ‘38’ weeks for the entitlement being claimed, even if you operate fewer weeks or offer stretched funding. This information must be added to be able to submit your claim. If submitted incorrectly, providers will be contacted and required to re-send.
	Claim Type
	Funded Entitlement Weeks
	Expanded/ Extended Entitlement Weeks

	Under 2’s – Working Family Expanded hours claim
	0
	38 

	2YO – Early Learning for 2-year-olds funded hours claim only (formerly FRAS) 
	38
	0

	2YO – Working Family Expanded funded hours claim only
	0
	38

	2YO – both Early Learning for 2-year-olds funded and Working Family Expanded hours claim
	38
	38

	3&4YO – Universal funded hours only
	38
	0

	3&4YO – Working Family Extended only
	0
	38

	3&4YO – both Universal funded and Working Family extended hours claim
	38
	38


Important Reminder - Please do not wait until Headcount Week to submit your claim. 
✅ Submit claims as early as possible, early submission allows time to resolve - eligibility code issues, access problems, additional claims and data queries.

	COMPLIANCE 
✅ Review current practices to ensure compliance with DfE statutory guidance, including:
1. No artificial breaks: Children should be able to access their funded hours in continuous blocks where desired. Providers must not create artificial breaks within funded sessions, such as offering funded hours from 10am to 12pm and 1pm to 3pm, with only paid hours available between 12pm and 1pm.
1. Invoicing: Invoices must clearly show funded hours as £0 at the point of delivery, with any charges for non-funded hours or consumables listed separately and transparently.
1. Deposit: Providers cannot charge non-refundable deposits as a condition of taking up a child’s entitlement place. Refundable deposits can be used by providers, and can then be retained by a provider, if the parent does not take up their funded place by headcount week.
1. Notice Periods: Providers cannot impose a charge for funded hours within a notice period, if a parent is moving their child from your setting, before headcount week. Providers can however still charge for items not covered by government funding within any notice period.
✅ Compliance Checks
1. Veritau, on behalf of the Funding Team, have contacted a number of providers to undertake a compliance review. If you are a provider contacted to take part and have any queries about this request, please contact eyft@northyorks.gov.uk 
STRETCHED FUNDING GUIDANCE
✅ For those providers stretching government funding, please find our updated website guidance on our website here:  Stretched Funding Guidance 2026-27.pdf


	North Yorkshire Council 2027-2028 Early Years Funding Consultation
✅Please find attached the 2027-2028 Early Years Funding Consultation document which includes a link to the response form section 8 on page 7. (Attachment 5) 
Please ensure to leave your provider name as any anonymous consultations cannot be accepted.
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