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Early Years Key Messages 
1st May 2026 
Please share Key Messages with all staff in your provision.   Previous Key Messages 
available at: https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/early-years-key-messages   

 
Provider NYEY Email Address 
One Months Left - Dingley’s Promise FREE Inclusion Training 
Armed Forces Covenant  Trust Grant Funding  
NYC Best Start In Life Plan  
DfE and the Lullaby Trust Safe Sleep Guidance 
Public Health Protection Guidance 
NYSCP May Learning Event – Independent Domestic Abuse Services 
NYSCP - Working Together to Safeguard Children 
Early Years Safeguarding Audit Tools 
Early Years Guide to writing a safeguarding policy 
DfE Guidance – Starting Reception 
DfE Information for landlords: Childminders in England 
Early Years Funding 
 
Provider NYEY Email Addresses 
Please can all providers who have an NYEY email address ensure that they are regularly 
accessing the email inbox.  The Local Authority sends all communications to providers 
NYEY email addresses.   
 

One Months Left - Dingley’s Promise FREE Inclusion Training 
We’re into the final month when Dingley’s Promise Inclusion training will be available 
free.  The offer ends in June 2026!  
Why should you and your staff do this incredible training?    

• Upskill your entire staff in SEND best practice – at no cost. 

• Meet Ofsted requirements around inclusion  

• Boost staff morale by investing in their skills 

• Welcome more children into a fully inclusive setting. 
If you register before June 2026, you will be given a further time to complete the training! 
Training - Dingley's Promise 
For more information and how to register please follow these links Early Years Inclusion 
Programme – Dingley's Promise  and https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-
years-inclusion-programme/.  
 

Armed Forces Covenant Trust Grant Funding 
Early Years funding has launched through the Armed Forces Covenant Trust, giving early 
years provisions the chance to support children from currently serving armed forces families. 
Grants between £5,000 and £80,000 are available to help deliver long-term, positive 
outcomes for children under five.  Deadline to apply is 15th July 2026 AF3: Early Years 
programme - Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust  
 

NYC Best Start In Life Plan 
North Yorkshire Council have published their Best Start in Life Plan.  Please share this with 
colleagues in your setting.  NYC Accessible template A4 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcyps.northyorks.gov.uk%2Fearly-years-key-messages&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C015ff23e8bf6462a083208de84f0c5e4%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639094366866022420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FgQQaAJyNCW%2F5wD%2F3rRcr3C2X8GFuXnzs8BWCTdPBWM%3D&reserved=0
https://dingley.org.uk/training/
https://imsva91-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fdingley.org.uk%2fdingleys%2dpromise%2dtraining%2fearly%2dyears%2dinclusion%2dprogramme%2f&umid=352CD62A-EF53-6905-9E4D-1119C91F8897&auth=de41389fcd07b045c2bf0b8b6a6bb2cde097bfb7-de48f987abb1a80455a91c060df237c8dc31062a
https://imsva91-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fdingley.org.uk%2fdingleys%2dpromise%2dtraining%2fearly%2dyears%2dinclusion%2dprogramme%2f&umid=352CD62A-EF53-6905-9E4D-1119C91F8897&auth=de41389fcd07b045c2bf0b8b6a6bb2cde097bfb7-de48f987abb1a80455a91c060df237c8dc31062a
https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/
https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovenantfund.org.uk%2Fprogramme%2Farmed-forces-families-fund-early-years-programme%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKayleigh.Chadfield%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C63faa8ef62cf405def9408dea53d48a2%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639129879804826295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uJ9VIulR%2BvyfwM7%2Fh%2BJJfBIdyaPgt%2FkHr3GahEiuGhc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovenantfund.org.uk%2Fprogramme%2Farmed-forces-families-fund-early-years-programme%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKayleigh.Chadfield%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C63faa8ef62cf405def9408dea53d48a2%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639129879804826295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uJ9VIulR%2BvyfwM7%2Fh%2BJJfBIdyaPgt%2FkHr3GahEiuGhc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/800828261%20North%20Yorkshire%20Best%20Start%20in%20Life%20Plan.pdf
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It can also be found on the North Yorkshire Council website.  Strategies, plans and policies | 
North Yorkshire Council 

 
DfE and the Lullaby Trust Safe Sleep Guidance 
The DfE and the Lullaby Trust have provided guidance to help early years providers create 
and maintain safer sleep environments for babies and young children in their care.  Help for 
early years providers : Safer sleep  
 
The DfE has also published answers to Frequently Asked Questions to help early years 
providers prepare for planned updates on safer sleep to the EYFS statutory framework, 
expected to come into effect from September 2026. Attachment 1 

 
Public Health Protection Guidance 
The Public Health Protection Guidance has been updated which includes exclusion periods 
and when to contact the Local Health Protection Team for childhood illnesses.  If a child has 
an infection relating to a sexually transmitted disease (e.g. chlamydia/ herpes etc.) that 
safeguarding procedures should also be followed Health protection in children and young 

people's settings, including education:  Health protection in children and young people's 
settings, including education - GOV.UK 

 

NYSCP May Learning Event – Independent Domestic Abuse Services 
NYSCP upcoming May Learning Event on Wednesday 6th May 2026 – 12:00 to 13:00 with 
IDAS – Independent Domestic Abuse Services -  idas.org.uk 
This session offers an overview of the support provided by IDAS, along with guidance on 
how to access these services, with a particular focus on the Children and Families Domestic 
Abuse Service.  
To book your place: 

• North Yorkshire partners (those with a northyorks.gov email address), please book 
via the Learning Zone. Search “NYSCP”, Event Code NYSCP / 004 

• All other partners, book via NYES - NYSCP Developments in Safeguarding, Online 
Learning Session - May 2026 (IDAS; Domestic Abuse) | NYES Info 

 
NYSCP - Working Together to Safeguard Children 
The DfE has published an updated version of Working Together to Safeguard Children, 
alongside a revised statutory framework and new practice-support guidance. The NYSCP 
website has been updated to reflect the 2026 guidance and what it means for safeguarding 
partners and practitioners in North Yorkshire.  NYSCP 
 
Please ensure all colleagues in your setting are familiar with the updates.  
 

Early Years Safeguarding Audit Tools 
The safeguarding audit tools for PVI group providers and childminders have been updated 
are available on the NYSCP website.  Updates to the audit tools will be made to ones held 
on the NYSCP website when necessary NYSCP 
Attachment 2&3  
 

Early Years Guide to writing a safeguarding policy 
The Guide to Writing a Safeguarding Policy has been updated for your information and use. 
The guide is available on the NYSCP website and will be reviewed and updated as required. 
Attachment 4 
 

DfE Guidance – Starting Reception 
Please share the following resources from Starting Reception with parents and carers: 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/your-council/council-plan-constitution-and-strategies/strategies-plans-and-policies
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/your-council/council-plan-constitution-and-strategies/strategies-plans-and-policies
https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/safer-sleep
https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/safer-sleep
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fhealth-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications-topic%26utm_source%3D4f0cd058-5d85-43f7-a897-2827d4cde9c2%26utm_content%3Dweekly&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C30cf186a2d034c4125b908de9ebba15c%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639122725888482336%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wCVXWL9raUxUN19TNY9UlgL0zOMqemUxYegYxbfmRiM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fhealth-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications-topic%26utm_source%3D4f0cd058-5d85-43f7-a897-2827d4cde9c2%26utm_content%3Dweekly&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C30cf186a2d034c4125b908de9ebba15c%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639122725888482336%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wCVXWL9raUxUN19TNY9UlgL0zOMqemUxYegYxbfmRiM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.idas.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C0d652ac139774abcdd8308dea5cc80d6%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639130494943583398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7ZNrVoF3a0XhYQJLEkEUIyIKra5iosU82vjFOAM7K5k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnyes.info%2FEvent%2F271689&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C0d652ac139774abcdd8308dea5cc80d6%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639130494943604692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ovdQJMq0tA0tjoSK6om2jRMzuqdartLHg7gRUwdEdwY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnyes.info%2FEvent%2F271689&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C0d652ac139774abcdd8308dea5cc80d6%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639130494943604692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ovdQJMq0tA0tjoSK6om2jRMzuqdartLHg7gRUwdEdwY%3D&reserved=0
https://safeguardingchildren.co.uk/working-together-to-safeguard-children/
https://safeguardingchildren.co.uk/working-together-to-safeguard-children/
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• Starting Reception website 

• Starting Reception Guide (Downloadable PDF) 
Starting Reception is a free, practical online resource designed to support parents and 
carers in preparing their child for school. It offers simple activities, helpful advice and clear 
guidance on the key skills and routines that help children feel confident and ready for their 
first day.  Starting Reception have also provided guides for Potty Training and Children’s 
Toothbrushing. Children being able to use the toilet independently and having healthy 
routines such as brushing their teeth is an important part of getting ready for starting school. 

• Potty Training Guide website 

• Potty Training Guide (Downloadable PDF) 

• Children's Toothbrushing Guide website 
Children's Toothbrushing Guide (Downloadable PDF) 
 

DfE Information for landlords: Childminders in England 
The Department for Education has produced a letter for childminders to show to their 
landlords.  The letter sets out what childminders do, the standards they must follow and how 
landlords can support this important part of the childcare sector. Attachment 5 

 
Early Years Funding 

Early Years Funding  

 

NOW OPEN – Summer Term 2026 Headcount  

➢ Submit summer term headcount as soon as you can – Please do not wait until headcount week as 

you can always amend up until the deadline.  

➢ Headcount week 18th – 22nd May 2026 

➢ Can only claim for hours children are registered and attending.  

➢ Valid Parental Agreement must be in place 

➢ DAF evidence must be submitted by Friday 22nd May 2026 

 

REMINDER – Websites and Charging! 

➢ Please use the guidance Early education and childcare - GOV.UK Charging and Transparency 

1.31 to A1.44 ensure parents are aware of your charges. 

➢ Make your offer clear for parents by using DfE Charging Template here 

Chargeable_extras_template_2026.docx 

 

IMPORTANT – Changes to Your Business 

➢ Changes to ownership or bank account contact EYFT (eyft@northyorks.gov.uk),  

➢ Update any contact details on the provider portal as and when they happen 

REMINDER – Early Years Payments into Bank Accounts 

➢ Please contact eyft@northyorks.gov.uk if you are contacted by your bank about fraudulent activity 

on the bank account that your early years funding is paid into. 

 

UPDATE – New Guidance Available on Website 

➢ The following guidance has been updated and is available here Early Years Funding | CYPSinfo   

Provider Timetable - Summer 2026.pdf 

Useful dates 2026-2027.pdf  

Early Years Funding Rates 2026-27.pdf 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.startingreception.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7Ce5b09a8e094d472a8d2308de9bb5d7f0%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639119402979880325%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VUCo9OmXXWRSJP5CbxLy6fDr9LytPg54WRwFjlKnFCw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstartingreception.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F03%2FStarting-Reception.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7Ce5b09a8e094d472a8d2308de9bb5d7f0%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639119402979921992%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=awHEKaHMKIopbb6YKJFvfwHTR64SLd0lMmeMn8GW0zA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstartingreception.co.uk%2Fpotty-training%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7Ce5b09a8e094d472a8d2308de9bb5d7f0%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639119402979949188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ampWCjb3Muhh3C1vcQCzH%2B25BV%2FBtvIcfwXIg2UKPOU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstartingreception.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F12%2FThe-Potty-Training-Guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7Ce5b09a8e094d472a8d2308de9bb5d7f0%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639119402979976383%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CMwfOXM4n%2BLROzqu%2BYEtmCEHb7DXyURh1udJuhA3njw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstartingreception.co.uk%2Ftoothbrushing%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7Ce5b09a8e094d472a8d2308de9bb5d7f0%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639119402980000106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cyeGHkOf92yiKDk9IhdhoF1OxJB1380uE6bCzUFs8%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstartingreception.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F02%2FThe-Childrens-Toothbrushing-Guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7Ce5b09a8e094d472a8d2308de9bb5d7f0%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639119402980018409%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o5c0ag1fpl3sVcIHsoKkdLeYlmbqSgkegmFfvRz9v%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-education-and-childcare--2/early-education-and-childcare-valid-from-1-april-2026
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F6982013bf2ea511998158fa8%2FChargeable_extras_template_2026.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:eyft@northyorks.gov.uk
mailto:eyft@northyorks.gov.uk
https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/early-years-funding
https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Early%20years/eyc%20funding/Provider%20Timetable%20-%20Summer%202026.pdf
https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Early%20years/eyc%20funding/Useful%20dates%202026-2027.pdf
https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Early%20years/eyc%20funding/Early%20Years%20Funding%20Rates%202026-27.pdf
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