Early Years Key Messages
15th May 2026
Please share Key Messages with all staff in your provision.   Previous Key Messages available at: https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/early-years-key-messages  
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School Based Nursery Programme – PVI delivery
The Department for Education (DfE) has published guidance for Phase 3 of the School‑based Nursery (SBN) programme covering the period from 2027 to 2030.  The funding is intended to support the creation or expansion of early years places on school sites where a sufficiency need has been identified.  Provision may be delivered by a private, voluntary, or independent (PVI) provider, including childminders, operating on a school site.  Any PVI provider interested in this opportunity should contact their local school to discuss in the first instance.

Dingley’s Promise FREE Inclusion Training – Last Few Weeks
We’re into the final few weeks when Dingley’s Promise Inclusion training will be available free.  The offer ends in June 2026! 
Why should you and your staff do this incredible training?   
· Upskill your entire staff in SEND best practice – at no cost.
· Meet Ofsted requirements around inclusion 
· Boost staff morale by investing in their skills
· Welcome more children into a fully inclusive setting.
[bookmark: _Hlk229560161]If you register before June 2026, you will be given a further time to complete the training! Training - Dingley's Promise
[bookmark: _Hlk229560175]For more information and how to register please follow these links Early Years Inclusion Programme – Dingley's Promise  and https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/. 

[bookmark: _Hlk227242554]FREE Early Years Leadership Meetings – June 2026
Early Years Leadership Meeting for the Private and Voluntary Sector – 10th June 2026 19:00 - 21:00 - Early Years Leadership Meeting for the Private and Voluntary Sector | NYES Info Course Code: SI-OM-0626-T011 (EY)
Early Years Leadership Meeting for the Private and Voluntary Sector -11th June 2026 13:00 - 15:00 - Early Years Leadership Meeting for the Private and Voluntary Sector | NYES Info Course Code: SI-OM-0626-T012 (EY)

[bookmark: _Hlk229489434]Contact Families Information Service  
Please contact the Families Information Service (FIS) when you are/have a new manager and we will arrange an informative, supportive meeting.  Please also refer all general queries  to FIS on fis.information@northyorks.gov.uk so that your query can be dealt with as soon as possible.  Funding queries should be sent to the Early Years Funding Team.

NYES Early Years Newsletter
Latest NYES early years newletter offers information on upcoming NYES training available to North Yorkshire early years providers. SLA Online

Best Start in Life Plan North Yorkshire Council
North Yorkshire’s Best Start in Life Plan aims to give every child the best possible start by ensuring they are safe, healthy, and ready to learn. It focuses on early support, high‑quality childcare, and joined‑up services for all families.  The plan also prioritises inclusion, making sure all children, including those with SEND, receive timely support so they can thrive and reach their potential. Attachment 1

Early Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance
The DfE published the updated statutory guidance for local authorities on early education and childcare.  Please refer to this guidance and how Ofsted inspection standards may affect your government funding arrangments (Section A3 (Quality) and paragraphs A4.15 – A4.21 and D2 – D3) Early education and childcare (valid from 1 April 2026) - GOV.UK

Early years practitioners working with 0-2s
The Department for Education (DfE) is inviting early years practitioners who work with children aged 0-2 years old to take part an important new research opportunity.
Purpose of the research -To understand the experiences and views of early years practitioners who work with children aged 0-2, or those who manage early years practitioners who cover this age range.
What the research involves -1 hour Microsoft Teams call Monday 18th May 2026- Monday 25th May 2026.  Providers will receive an incentive worth £50 for taking part
Who can take part - Early years practitioners working with children aged 0-2 across all types of early years settings, including childminders and early years leaders and managers who work with children aged 0-2 (directly or indirectly).
If you are interested, please complete this expression of interest form 

[bookmark: _Hlk229669397]Ofsted Early Years Inspection: Toolkit, operating guidance and Information
The Early Years Inspection Toolkit is the core framework used by Ofsted to inspect and grade registered early years and childcare provision in England under the Childcare Act 2006.  The toolkit will support practitioners ensure they are ready for Ofsted inspection and sets out the key areas of evaluation, the grading criteria, and what inspectors look for during inspections. It places strong emphasis on everyday interactions, inclusive practice, and positive outcomes for all children, with particular focus on those with SEND and children from disadvantaged backgrounds. Attachment 2

Armed Forces Covenant Trust Grant Funding
Early Years funding has launched through the Armed Forces Covenant Trust, giving early years provisions the chance to support children from currently serving armed forces families. Grants between £5,000 and £80,000 are available to help deliver long‑term, positive outcomes for children under five.  Deadline to apply is 15th July 2026 AF3: Early Years programme - Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust 

DfE and the Lullaby Trust Safe Sleep Guidance
The DfE and the Lullaby Trust have provided guidance to help early years providers create and maintain safer sleep environments for babies and young children in their care.  Help for early years providers : Safer sleep 

The DfE has also published answers to Frequently Asked Questions to help early years providers prepare for planned updates on safer sleep to the EYFS statutory framework, expected to come into effect from September 2026. 

[bookmark: _Hlk229671069]The Smallest Things Prem Aware 
Research says that children born prematurely are more likely to have poor educational outcomes.  Watch a video and access free online training resources to support further understanding of the impact of premature birth can have on a child’s development Prem Aware Award — The Smallest Things

Splash Saftey at Home Campaign
The Royal Life Saving Society UK (RLSS UK) has created a biannual Splash Safety at Home campaign to educate parents and carers about water safety for under-fives as data from the National Child Mortality Database (NCMD)shows the age group continues to be at high risk for drowning.  

Splash Safely at Home is a water safety campaign designed to educate about the importance of home water safety precautions.Free resources to display and share: Splash Safely at Home Downloadable Resources | Royal Life Saving Society UK ( RLSS UK )
[bookmark: asb]
Asbestos in consumer products information page
The Office for Product Safety and Standards (OPSS) has published a page on gov.uk containing guidance for consumers and businesses on consumer products containing asbestos.  This provides disposal guidance for both businesses and consumers, including early years settings, along with health information. Settings should review the linked list of contaminated products that are subject to recalls and where products are identified in the setting follow the guidance to ensure their safe disposal.  If you have concerns about a product that you think might contain asbestos but has not been recalled contact the Citizens Advice consumer service.

North Yorkshire Safeguarding Children Partnership – Viral Online Trend
NYSCP are sharing vital information regarding a recent safeguarding alert relating to a viral online trend that is placing children and young people at risk of serious injury.  The trend involves children microwaving soft “squishy” toys (such as NeeDoh or jelly cube products) after viewing online content suggesting this will make them softer.  When handled after heating, these items can burst and release extremely hot contents, which has reportedly resulted in serious burns to hands and faces.  For more information and advice, please see the safeguarding alert here: SAFEGUARDING ALERT: Viral Trend Risks Causing Severe Burns to Children - Ineqe Safeguarding Group

[bookmark: _Hlk229489519]UKHSA advice for Early Years settings and recently vaccinated children
The DfE and the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) have become aware that some early education settings are temporarily excluding children who have recently been vaccinated, even if they feel well enough to attend.  

Some children may experience mild side effects after vaccination, there is absolutely no medical reason to exclude a vaccinated child from a setting if they are feeling well.  This practice could potentially discourage parents from getting their children vaccinated and therefore increase the risk of having outbreaks in nurseries and schools.   

[bookmark: _Hlk229669722]The National Literacy Trust – Share Stories with me booklet
The National Literacy Trust has produced the Share stories with me booklet on early reading, for parents and carers of young children, along with accompanying guidance for early years practitioners. Attachment 4&5

[bookmark: _Hlk229489583]Private Fostering Arrangements
As part of NYSCP’s ongoing work to safeguard children and young people across North Yorkshire, NYSCP is seeking to raise awareness of private fostering arrangements within educational settings as the number of identified private fostering arrangements remains low.  This may indicate that some arrangements are unintentionally going unreported.  Please consider whether any children in your setting fall within the definition of a private fostering arrangement (for example, a child living with someone who is not a parent or close relative for 28 days or more).  There is a short awareness video which outlines what private fostering is, key indicators, and your role in identifying and reporting concerns:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFwbeoF1ZH4 

We would be grateful if you could:
· Share this video with relevant staff within your setting
· Consider whether any children may be privately fostered
· Ensure any arrangements are reported appropriately via your usual safeguarding processes
Contact: nyscp@northyorks.gov.uk 
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	OPEN Summer Term 2026 Headcount 
· Headcount week 18th – 22nd May 2026 – Submit headcount as soon as you can before the deadline 
· Remember you can only claim for hours children are registered and attending and for whom you have a signed parental agreement in place. 
· Headcount and DAF evidence must be submitted by Friday 22nd May 2026


	IMPORTANT CHANGE After Headcount Claims – Summer 2026 
· All Providers - After‑headcount funding can only be claimed for children who have newly moved into North Yorkshire after the headcount deadline, 22nd May 2026. Evidence of the move into North Yorkshire will be required. 

· PVI and Schools - Funding cannot be claimed for children moving between North Yorkshire providers after headcount.
· Childminders - Funding will continue to be adjusted for children moving in or out of your provision after headcount if the child was already recorded on a North Yorkshire headcount in the term.
Please ensure that parents who have already booked to take up a new funded place at your provision for the Summer 2026 term are informed of your policy as to when their child is required to be attending your provision to access the funded place.
Information for parents on changes after headcount can be found here: Government funded childcare | North Yorkshire Council

	REMINDER – Charging
· There has been an increase in parental complaints regarding providers charging. 

· The following is similar to wording on the Provider Portal Welcome Agreement, providers submitting the headcount are therefore agreeing that their,
· Invoices are itemised and must include a breakdown to show charges for food items, non-food consumables, activities and non-funded hours taken. 
· Any charges relate only to additional hours or optional services and have been agreed by the parent. 
· Charges are displayed on your website. If you do not have a website, contact the Families Information Service for further advice. 
· Optional Extras: Parents must be able to opt out of any chargeable extras. 
· Charging Policies: A clear policy must be in place offering reasonable alternatives to any additional charges, especially for families in receipt of additional government support.
· Providers must not charge for: Top-up fees, Materials needed for childcare, Business running costs, Registration fees, or deposits, General or hidden charges, Any fees not clearly listed as optional extras. 
· Consistency and Flexibility: All children must receive the same quality of provision, regardless of whether they pay for extras and must still receive full EYFS provision.

Make your offer clear for parents by using DfE Charging Template here: Chargeable_extras_template_2026.docx

Please be aware that North Yorkshire Council will carry out regular reviews of funded offers to ensure compliance so please be prepared to provide information if selected for review. 
Where a provider’s charging policy does not comply with statutory guidance, the local authority may withhold or withdraw early years funding. Please ensure your funded offer complies.
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