


Bookstart

What is Bookstart?
Bookstart is a national programme coordinated by BookTrust.
Bookstart gives free books to every child in England and Wales, as well as free packs for children with additional needs, tips and guidance on reading together, resources and activities, and much more.
As the world's first national book-gifting programme, Bookstart aims to encourage a love of books, stories and rhymes in children from as young an age as possible. 
You can find out more https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookstart/ 

What does Bookstart involve?
Although some is universal, much of the Bookstart offer is now targeted at hard to reach / disadvantaged families.
[image: The Bookstart Baby pack including an envelope, a guide for parents and carers, a finger puppet and the book Who's Hiding On the Farm?]Bookstart Baby packs – a universal offer to every baby between 0-12 months and usually gifted by the Health Visitor soon after birth.
Families who are struggling to get a pack from their Health Visitor can also request to collect a pack from their local library.




[image: Booktouch packs 22-23]SEND packs

1. Bookstart Touch for visually impaired children

There are two packs: Bookstart Touch Baby (0-2 years old) and Bookstart Touch Toddler (3-5 years old). Each pack has two touch-and-feel books and guidance around sharing books with blind and partially sighted children. The Baby pack includes a BookTrust keyring.



[image: Bookshine packs 22-23]
2. Bookstart Shine for hearing impaired children

There are two packs: Bookstart Shine Baby (0-2 years old) and Bookstart Shine Toddler (3-5 years old). Each pack has two books, a rhyme place mat (with babies signing) and guidance around sharing books. The Toddler pack includes a bookmark showing British Sign Language and the Baby pack includes a BookTrust keyring.
[image: Bookstart Star pack 22-23]
3.          Bookstart Star for children affected by delay to fine motor skills etc
This pack is available for children aged 3-5 who have disabilities that impact on or delay the development of their fine motor skills. Each pack has two books, plus finger puppets for playing along with the stories and guidance sheets. 

4            Dual language materials
Over 40 different languages are available.  Where a dual language baby pack is requested, we replace 1 book with a dual language book.  

[image: ]Bookstart Toddler (1-2 year) packs
Health Visitors hand out these packs to targeted families (known by the Health Visitors as their Universal Plus families) when the baby is about 12-24 months old. 




[image: ]Bookstart Preschooler (3-4 year) packs
These go to targeted children in their last year of nursery before starting in Reception. 
Library staff deliver these packs to preschool settings in areas of the county with higher levels of deprivation.



For further information about Bookstart, please contact Jenny Brookes jenny.brookes@northyorks.gov.uk 
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