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1st July 2026
Please share Key Messages with all staff in your provision.   Previous Key Messages available at: https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/early-years-key-messages  
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Government Hot Weather Advice
Sufficiency Data Submission – Advance Warning
FREE Pre-Recorded NYC Learning Sessions
Scarborough, Whitby & Ryedale Speech and Language 
NSPCC – Techosaurus and Pantosaurus Resources
Early Years Stronger Practice Hub Update 
Togetherness Early Years Pack
Fully-funded Summer Holiday Activities with FEAST
Mehadrin Infant Formula
Education Endowment Foundation (EEF)
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Government Hot Weather Advice
The department would like to remind all settings and practitioners working with children of the advice provided by government to ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and staff in hot weather.  This should underpin communications to parents and carers.  Looking after children and those in early years settings before and during hot weather: teachers and other educational professionals - GOV.UK

Sufficiency Data Submission – Advance Warning
The Sufficiency Tab on the Synergy Provider Portal will be open on 13th July 2026 for Autumn Term 2026 data submissions. The deadline to submit sufficiency data will be 29th July 2026.
There are some changes to sufficiency data submissions going forwards, including the requirement to submit both term time and school holiday data for all Early Years providers. Providers who offer school aged childcare (before and/or after school clubs) are also required to submit term time sufficiency data.Further information and guidance will be sent out on 13th July. Please ensure that you read this in full, prior to submitting sufficiency data, even if you have competed the data submission multiple times before.
Please see below the support sessions that will be available to attend, to help with your data submissions:
· Monday 13th July 1:30pm
Link to join the Teams meeting: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/332874662536643?p=EqjFyYJVstfKJTZf6o 
Meeting ID: 332 874 662 536 643 Passcode: Sq9iP7Bw 
· Thursday 16th July 1:30pm
Link to join the Teams meeting: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/342024030318419?p=z9WVwWs3DDu8PZRycc 
Meeting ID: 342 024 030 318 419 Passcode: eX6CA6q5
· Thursday 16th July 7:30pm
Link to join the Teams meeting: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/374326283305125?p=Jmz04UfgE5d8jnDzNr 
Meeting ID: 374 326 283 305 125 Passcode: uN75pX6o
There is no need to ‘book onto’ these sessions. Click the link to join the meeting.

FREE Pre-Recorded NYC Learning Sessions
A wealth of pre-recorded learning sessions is available on NYES free of charge to support all early years practitioners. These can be used at staff meetings to ignite conversation and discussion about your own practice!  Each recording links to the EYFS Statutory Framework and the Ofsted inspection framework to support practitioner confidence including with Safeguarding and Leadership and Governance. Attachment One

Scarborough, Whitby & Ryedale Speech and Language 
Please see the attached flyer for details of bookable Speech and Language sessions in Scarborough, Whitby and Ryedale. Attachment Two

NSPCC – Techosaurus and Pantosaurus Resources
The NSPCC offers a wide range of resources including the friendly dinosaurs, Techosaurus, to keep children safe online Techosaurus– NSPCC Shop and Pantosaurus to help keep children safe Pantosaurus Gifts - NSPCC Shop  Add a section with if providers wish to share the - very library in North Yorkshire has a Pantosaurus and Techosaurus book to access.  The NSPCC also has a helpline for any adult which offers guidance and support for any concerns about a child on 0808 800 5000.  

Early Years Stronger Practice Hub Update 
The DfE has announced a further 18 new Stronger Practise Hubs. The main Early Years Stronger Practice Hub (EYSPH) for North Yorkshire is Yorkshire and Humber Early Years Stronger Practice Hub (led by Childhaven) in Scarborough. 

Togetherness Early Years Pack
The Early Years pack helps independent Early Years care providers and schools with an attached nursery promote the Togetherness offering for parents of babies and young children. Attachment Three,Four and Five.

Within the toolkit, we have included:
· Staff room poster
· Ready-to-use social media assets and pre-prepared social media captions

Fully-funded Summer Holiday Activities with FEAST
Please share with parents and carer that FEAST is back this summer, offering free holiday activities with a healthy meal for children and young people aged 16 and under across North Yorkshire.  Fully funded places are available for children eligible for benefits-related Free School Meals. Attachment Six
Key Dates
From 15th June – Browse activities
Midday, 22nd June – Booking opens (via voucher sent by text/email)
From 24th June – Places allocated

· Each booking includes a fun activity and a free healthy meal.
· Paid places may also be available directly with providers for families who are not eligible for a free place. 

Mehadrin Infant Formula
Please see the attached public health briefing regarding Mehadrin infant formula. Attachment Seven

Education Endowment Foundation (EEF)
The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) offers a wide range of resources to support early years providers.  These include practical written guidance, video content, and downloadable materials designed to help settings implement evidence-informed approaches effectively.  Key areas covered include the Early Years Pupil Premium, communication and language development, high-quality interactions, and self-regulation and executive function, among others. These resources are intended to help strengthen practice and improve outcomes for children in early years settings Education Endowment Foundation | EEF 
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	END OF SUMMER TERM REMINDERS – Upcoming Tasks
· After Headcount claims. Ensure all After Headcount Enquiry Forms and Evidence are sent to eyft@northyorks.gov.uk before 6 July 2026. If you have any after headcount queries please contact the team.
· Remind parents to reconfirm Working Parent Funding codes before the end of term.
· Check Working Parent Funding using the Eligibility Checker screen on the Portal of any children returning or joining in September 2026 prior to end of Summer Term. This is particularly important for term-time providers closing for Summer holidays. Parents should then be notified if they do not hold a valid code and told they will need to apply/re-confirm their codes with HMRC before 31 August 2026.
· Submit Estimates from 6 July – 14 Aug 2026. Microsoft form email link will be sent out on Monday 6 July 2026.  (Please note if no estimate received, payments cannot be made in September / October 2026)

	IMPORTANT CHANGE After Headcount Claims – Summer 2026 
· All Providers - After‑headcount funding can only be claimed for children who have newly moved into North Yorkshire after 22nd May 2026. Evidence of the move into North Yorkshire will be required. 
· PVI and Schools - Funding cannot be claimed for children moving between North Yorkshire providers after headcount.
· Childminders - Funding will continue to be adjusted for children moving in or out of your provision after headcount if the child was already recorded on a North Yorkshire headcount in the term. 
· Please ensure that parents who have already booked to take up a new funded place at your provision for the Summer 2026 term are informed of your policy as to when their child is required to be attending your provision to access the funded place.
· Information for parents on changes after headcount can be found here: Government funded childcare | North Yorkshire Council

	ESTIMATES (Autumn Term 2026)
· Submit your estimates from 6 July – 14 Aug 2026.  To receive a payment in September and October 2026 you must submit an estimate by the deadline
· Please ensure you check the validity of all working family codes prior to offering a funded place in Autumn term
· Codes must have a start date on or prior to 31 August 2026, and an end date after 1 September 2026
· Do not use the grace period as a validity date as this only applies to children who accessed that funding type with you in the summer term
· Deadline for parents to obtain or reconfirm a code: 31 August 2026
Please note – some children with currently valid codes may still need to reconfirm before the deadline to remain eligible in Autumn

	REMINDER – Providers offering stretched funding
· If you are a provider offering stretched funding, you must inform the Early Years Funding Team via email if you have not already.
· You must ensure parents understand how the funded hours are offered on a stretched basis and indicate which children are accessing stretched funding when submitting headcount actuals
· Children can only access a maximum of 10 funded hours per day 
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Please be aware that North Yorkshire Council are carrying out regular reviews of provider funded offer to ensure compliance. Providers must ensure websites are up to date. 
Where a provider’s charging policy does not comply with statutory guidance, the local authority may withhold or withdraw early years funding. Please ensure your funded offer complies.

· How early years providers manage the government funded entitlement has been in the press recently. All providers must ensure they comply with the Statutory Guidance Early education and childcare - GOV.UK section A1.31 – A1.44.  
· The following is similar to wording on the Provider Portal Welcome Agreement, providers submitting the headcount are therefore agreeing that their,
· Invoices are itemised and must include a breakdown to show charges for food items, non-food consumables, activities, and non-funded hours taken. 
· Any charges relate only to additional hours or optional services and have been agreed by the parent. 
· Charges are displayed on your website. If you do not have a website, contact the Families Information Service for further advice. 
· Optional Extras: Parents must be able to opt out of any chargeable extras. 
· Charging Policies: A clear policy must be in place for parents to see the reasonable alternatives to any additional charges, especially for families in receipt of additional form of government support.
· Providers must not charge for: Top-up fees, Materials needed for childcare, Business running costs, Registration fees, or deposits, General or hidden charges, any fees not clearly listed as optional extras. 
· Consistency and Flexibility: All children must receive the same quality of provision, regardless of whether they pay for extras and must still receive full EYFS provision.
· Notice Period – A notice period cannot be imposed for the government funded hours.

Make your offer clear for parents and ensure you comply by using DfE Charging Template here: Chargeable_extras_template_2026.docx
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