
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Early Years Key Messages 
5th January 2026 
Please share Key Messages with all staff in your provision.   Previous Key Messages available at: 
https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/early-years-key-messages   

 
Recruitment and Retention 
Vacancy for an Early Years Service (Armed Forces) Children’s Champion 
Contacting FIS regarding Operational Changes 
DfE Requirement - Provider Website Information 
NYC FREE Quality Improvement Webinars 
NYC Free Safeguarding Webinars 
Final Year - Dingley’s Promise Inclusion Free Training 
Chickenpox Vaccine – 1st January 2026 
Voice of the Child Toolkit and Guidance 
NSPCC – Techosaurus 
NHS Togetherness – North Yorkshire Council 
Early Years Qualification Requirements and Standards 
Experience-based Route for Early Years Staff – Updated Guidance 
GOV.UK - Check an Early Years Qualification 
Safer Sleep Guidance – Damp and Mould 
Early Years Funding  
 
Recruitment and Retention 
We are currently undertaking work to support recruitment and retention of Early Years settings in North 
Yorkshire. Please complete the following recruitment and retention survey by 9am Monday 19th January 
2026: Recruitment and Retention – Fill in form 
 
Vacancy for an Early Years Service (Armed Forces) Children’s Champion 
The local authority has been awarded grant funding from the Armed Forces Covenant Trust to appoint an 
Early Years Service (Armed Forces) Children’s Champion.  The key aim of the post is to work with early 
years providers and families to ensure that children of service families receive the best start in life.  The post 
will be a fixed term contract for two years.  The vacancy closes on 11th January 2026 and interviews will be 
held at County Hall on Thursday, 22nd January 2026.  For more information, job description and application 
details View Vacancy Details 

 
Contacting FIS regarding Operational Changes 
Please can all providers inform the Families Information service on fis.information@northyorks.gov.uk and 
Ofsted of operational changes to your business e.g. opening times; long term illness of setting 
manager/childminder; setting temporary closures etc..  FIS will notify the Early Years Funding team on your 
behalf if the change affects funding arrangements. 
 

DfE Requirement - Provider Website Information 
The Department for Education (DfE) website requirements - all provider websites must clearly display 
parental fees and charges, along with the number of weeks the provision is open. Please ensure this 
information is accurate, easy to locate, and regularly updated to remain compliant. 

https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/early-years-key-messages
https://forms.office.com/e/fr87rREj8n
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnycjobs.engageats.co.uk%2FVacancies%2FW%2F6094%2F0%2F462132%2F23849%2Fearly-years-service-armed-forces-childrens-champion&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C0e7ec122ae5642a86e9408de4215c2b6%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639020858393688752%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E86b1FHIXUUAfYn0lk4BGqzwBt6PGUp7ZzhaLcGyqCM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:fis.information@northyorks.gov.uk


 
 

 
NYC FREE Quality Improvement Webinars  
There are four new pre-recorded webinars available free on NYES for early years providers.  Details and 
booking codes for each can be found below:  
Behaviour, Attitudes and Establishing Routines in Early Years - Course Code: SI-EL-T011 
Self Assessment in the Early Years – Course Code: SI-EL-T008 
Teaching and Curriculum for EYFS - Course Code: SI-EL-T010 
Children's Welfare and Well-being - Early Years | NYES Info – Course Code: SI-EL-T012 

 
NYC FREE Safeguarding Webinars 
There are three safeguarding pre-recorded webinars available free on NYES for all early years providers:- 

1) Martyn’s Law (Protective Security Act 2025) 
2) Understanding and Responding to Low Level Concerns 
3) Understanding Whistleblowing Procedures in line with the EYFS Statutory Framework 

These are free and accessed via NYES at NYES School Improvement - Safeguarding Team | NYES Info 
 

Final Year - Dingley’s Promise FREE Inclusion Training 
This is the final year that Dingley’s Promise Inclusion training will be available free until June 2026!  
Why should you and your staff do this incredible training?    

• Upskill your entire staff in SEND best practice – at no cost. 

• Meet Ofsted requirements around inclusion  

• Boost staff morale by investing in their skills 

• Welcome more children into a fully inclusive setting. 
For more information and how to register please follow these links Early Years Inclusion Programme – 
Dingley's Promise  and https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/.   

Chickenpox Vaccine – 1st January 2026 
From 1st January, the Chickenpox vaccine will be added to the MMR vaccine for children and will be referred 
to as MMRV vaccine.  The MMRV vaccine will be introduced as a two dose vaccine at 12 and 18 months of 
age for children.  Please encourage as many families to take up the vaccine and more information can be 
found at MMRV vaccination: a guide for parents and carers - GOV.UK 
 

Voice of the Child Toolkit and Guidance 
This resource has been developed by the North Yorkshire Safeguarding Children Partnership in response to 
local and national multi-agency thematic audits and serious case reviews, identifying, in some cases, an 
absence of the voice of the child, particularly those children who are not able to communicate verbally. 
 
Capturing and listening to the voice of the child is a fundamental practice linked with strong professional 
curiosity, and we recommend that the NYSCP Professional Curiosity practice guidance be read alongside 
this document  
https://safeguardingchildren.co.uk/professionals/forms-and-tools/voice-of-the-child/ 

 
NSPCC – Techosaurus 
The NSPCC has released new materials to support keeping children safe online.  Please share with parents 
and staff Help keep children safe online with Techosaurus! | NSPCC 
 

NHS Togetherness – North Yorkshire Council  
NHS North Yorkshire Togetherness (formerly the Solihull Approach) is an NHS-backed emotional health 
initiative.  This focuses on strengthening emotional resilience and nurturing healthier relationships across 
families, schools, and the community.  North Yorkshire Council offers free resources: North Yorkshire | 
Togetherness - Togetherness 

 
Early Years Qualification Requirements and Standards 
The updated guidance on the qualifications staff must hold to be included in the specified staff:child ratios at 
levels 2, 3 and 6 of the EYFS came into effect on 1st January 2026 Early years qualification requirements 
and standards 2026 Early years qualification requirements and standards 
 

Experience-based Route for Early Years Staff – Updated Guidance 

https://www.nyes.info/Event/286386
https://www.nyes.info/Event/284873
https://www.nyes.info/Event/285395
https://nyes.info/Event/287015
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyes.info%2FPage%2F37738&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C396784bcef3f43e17fb408de1afa5035%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C638977859550896355%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jZpxdTbSVhcgBiwpUGA73cRzL268YQJtTV1O%2FAvQ1oo%3D&reserved=0
https://imsva91-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fdingley.org.uk%2fdingleys%2dpromise%2dtraining%2fearly%2dyears%2dinclusion%2dprogramme%2f&umid=352CD62A-EF53-6905-9E4D-1119C91F8897&auth=de41389fcd07b045c2bf0b8b6a6bb2cde097bfb7-de48f987abb1a80455a91c060df237c8dc31062a
https://imsva91-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fdingley.org.uk%2fdingleys%2dpromise%2dtraining%2fearly%2dyears%2dinclusion%2dprogramme%2f&umid=352CD62A-EF53-6905-9E4D-1119C91F8897&auth=de41389fcd07b045c2bf0b8b6a6bb2cde097bfb7-de48f987abb1a80455a91c060df237c8dc31062a
https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fmmrv-vaccination%2Fmmrv-vaccination-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C5e72ed50235a4f980e5b08de3c93ed10%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639014803221363861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NBXgbNSviUsHyU2X7e%2F9M81PlaiNrCThFr51qTC%2BOZU%3D&reserved=0
https://safeguardingchildren.co.uk/professionals/procedures-practice-guidance-and-one-minute-guides/professional-curiosity-challenge-guidance-for-practitioners/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsafeguardingchildren.co.uk%2Fprofessionals%2Fforms-and-tools%2Fvoice-of-the-child%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7Cecd661a3748f47bc6f0508de3c8c832f%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639014771364668871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k1Wq2N2t4PSJA0ZJFWAuxHrdUFqf%2Fi0IQC4FV8UaCzU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nspcc.org.uk%2Fadvice-for-families%2Ftechosaurus%2F%23who-is-techosaurus&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C4a5b83af1da849176af008de3cb16bad%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639014929886598107%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lOF1%2FOvPlu7T7%2BoGdJ%2FXQ7E%2BEqn4%2BBf8fURnJH8lURM%3D&reserved=0
https://togetherness.co.uk/mul/north-yorkshire/
https://togetherness.co.uk/mul/north-yorkshire/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6929da8f9c1eda2cdf03430b/Early_years_qualification_requirements_and_standards_document_Jan_26.pdf


 
 

The guidance on how early years providers can implement the experience-based route for staff who do not 
hold full and relevant qualifications was updated on 1st January 2026 to include the new Ofsted inspection 
framework Early years qualification requirements and standards 
 

GOV.UK - Check an Early Years Qualification 
Managers and Practitioners can check if an Early Years qualification is approved as full and relevant by the 
DfE for working in staff: child ratios: Get ready to start the qualification check - Check an Early Years 
qualification  
 

Safer Sleep Guidance – Damp and Mould 
Please find a link to guidance regarding safer sleep arrangements especially where there may be damp and 
mould NYSCP 
 
 

Early Years Funding 
Early Years Funding  

HEADCOUNT Spring Term 2026 – Deadline Friday 16th January 2026 

✓ All providers must submit Spring Term 2026 headcount for all funded children  
✓ Headcount week is 12th January – 16th January 2026 
✓ DAF evidence must be submitted by 16th January 2026   

IMPORTANT CHANGE – Census collection in Spring 2026 

➢ Instead of completing a Census Form in Spring Term 2026 providers will be required to 
complete a new tab called ‘My details’ on the portal  

➢ You will not be able to send your Spring Term 2026 headcount claim without 
completing the ‘My Details’ tab, as per the headcount email  

ACTION REQUIRED - Check Working Family codes 

✓ Check working family codes now for the Spring Term 2026 
✓ Parents must hold a valid code with a start date on or before 31st December 2025 and 

an end date on or after 1st January 2026 to access all types of Working Family funding 
from January 

REMINDER – Providers offering stretched funding 

➢ If you are a provider offering stretched funding, you must inform the Early Years 
Funding Team via email if you haven’t already 

➢ You must ensure parents understand how the funded hours are offered on a stretched 
basis 

➢ You must indicate which children are accessing stretched funding when submitting 
headcount actuals. 

IMPORTANT – Changes to Your Business 

✓ Please contact EYFT (eyft@northyorks.gov.uk), as soon as possible to inform them if 
you are reducing your funded offer, e.g. reducing days or selling your business  

✓ This is to ensure any funding paid is accurate 
✓ Please also update any contact details on the provider portal as and when they happen 

REMINDER - Websites 

➢ Providers with their own websites should be making their charges available on their 
websites before 31st December 2025. DfE guidance Chargeable_extras_.docx 

➢ Please use the guidance Early education and childcare - GOV.UK Section 1.32 to 
ensure parents are aware of your charges  

REMINDER – Early Years Payments into Bank Accounts 

➢ Please contact eyft@northyorks.gov.uk if you are contacted by your bank about 
fraudulent activity on the bank account that your early years funding is paid into  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F6929da8f9c1eda2cdf03430b%2FEarly_years_qualification_requirements_and_standards_document_Jan_26.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7Ca707197aa5b14b14b51108de49dcef89%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639029410413032295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=syl%2F1tvK%2BhfEwdpOJy7RxzzZe3GtdGv8FH9JGjZATMQ%3D&reserved=0
https://check-an-early-years-qualification.service.gov.uk/questions/pre-check?utm_source=govuk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=start_now_button
https://check-an-early-years-qualification.service.gov.uk/questions/pre-check?utm_source=govuk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=start_now_button
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsafeguardingchildren.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fdamp-mould-and-safer-sleep-guidance%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cfis.Information%40northyorks.gov.uk%7C3852e1c444064621a0c908de3c98c846%7Cad3d9c73983044a1b487e1055441c70e%7C0%7C0%7C639014824097434602%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sp9q2Sx7XVxW0drI%2F%2BO%2BKcJuNVh2mUkw7Qw71jurVoA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:eyft@northyorks.gov.uk
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F67bde447b0d253f92e213c74%2FChargeable_extras_.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-education-and-childcare--2/early-education-and-childcare-effective-from-1-april-2025#part-d-information-to-childcare-providers
mailto:eyft@northyorks.gov.uk


 
 

 


