
Early Years Key Messages
17th April 2026
Please share Key Messages with all staff in your provision.   Previous Key Messages available at: https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/early-years-key-messages  

[bookmark: OB]Reminder - Early Years Service (HM Armed Forces) Survey 
FREE Early Years Safeguarding Online Event – Wednesday, 29th April 2026
FREE Early Years Leadership Meetings – June 2026
NYSCP Safeguarding -Service Children Recording
Minister for Early Education -Safer Sleep Requirements
QI Training Pre-recorded Webinars
DfE Guidance – Starting Reception
Best Start in Life - Preparing for School Launch
Two Months Left - Dingley’s Promise FREE Inclusion Training
DfE Feedback Survey - Check an Early Years Qualification’ Online Service
New Government Screen Guidance for Under-Fives
National Childminding Week - Do Something Big Campaign
[bookmark: _Hlk225350190]Early Years Funding

Reminder - Early Years Service (HM Armed Forces) Survey 
To help shape the work being undertaken by the Early Years Service (HM Armed Forces) Children’s Champion we require providers to complete a short survey.  Thank you to those have already completed the survey. For those who have not, please submit survey responses by 9am on 27th April 2026.  Early Years Service (HM Armed Forces) Children Survey – Fill in form

FREE Early Years Safeguarding Online Event – Wednesday, 29th April 2026
The next FREE online safeguarding training event for all early years providers will take place on Wednesday 29th April from 7:00pm to 9:00pm.
The evening’s agenda will include:
· Anonymous Referrals/Role of LADO
· The impact of poverty
· Utilising NYSCP Safeguarding Audit Tools to get a “Met” judgement
· Ofsted feedback
Please book your place and places for your staff via NYES.

[bookmark: _Hlk227242554]FREE Early Years Leadership Meetings – June 2026
Early Years Leadership Meeting for the Private and Voluntary Sector – 10th June 2026 19:00 - 21:00 - Early Years Leadership Meeting for the Private and Voluntary Sector | NYES Info Course Code: SI-OM-0626-T011 (EY)
Early Years Leadership Meeting for the Private and Voluntary Sector -11th June 2026 13:00 - 15:00 - Early Years Leadership Meeting for the Private and Voluntary Sector | NYES Info Course Code: SI-OM-0626-T012 (EY)

NYSCP Safeguarding - Service Children Recording
The recording from the online safeguarding session focusing on supporting children of service families is now available on YouTube. Led by the Service Children’s Champion and  the Early Years Service Children’s Champion, the recording explores what effective support looks like in practice, why partnership working is essential and the simple but powerful steps to improve outcomes for Service children NYSCP April 2026 Developments in Safeguarding Learning Event - Service Pupils Champion

Minister for Early Education - Safer Sleep Requirements
Olivia Bailey, Minister for Early Education and Minister for Equalities at the Department for Education has written early years providers setting out intention to amend the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework, to clarify safeguarding requirements for children’s sleeping arrangements.  The amendments will make safer sleep requirements explicit within the EYFS framework. The new framework is expected to come into force from September 2026, subject to parliamentary process, although providers are already expected to be compliant with the requirements.

QI Training Pre-recorded Webinars
The latest QI pre-recorded webinars are now available to complement the suite of existing webinars:-  
Child Development and Learning - Characteristics of Effective Teaching & Learning | NYES Info Course Code: SI-EL-T023
Supporting Early Years Practitioners with Food: EYFS Statutory Framework and Nutrition Guidance | N… (course code: SI-EL-T024)
Supporting Early Years Practitioners with Food: EYFS Statutory Framework and Nutrition Guidance | N… (course code: SI-EL-T025)
Supporting Early Years Practitioners with Food: Food and Recipes - Practical Hints and Tips | NYES … (course code: SI-EL-T026)

DfE Guidance – Starting Reception
Please share the following resources from Starting Reception with parents and carers:
· Starting Reception website
· Starting Reception Guide (Downloadable PDF)
Starting Reception is a free, practical online resource designed to support parents and carers in preparing their child for school. It offers simple activities, helpful advice and clear guidance on the key skills and routines that help children feel confident and ready for their first day.  Starting Reception have also provided guides for Potty Training and Children’s Toothbrushing. Children being able to use the toilet independently and having healthy routines such as brushing their teeth is an important part of getting ready for starting school.
· Potty Training Guide website
· Potty Training Guide (Downloadable PDF)
· Children's Toothbrushing Guide website
· Children's Toothbrushing Guide (Downloadable PDF)
[bookmark: BSIL]Best Start in Life - Preparing for School Launch
The government has launched Preparing for School, part of the wider Best Start in Life campaign, to support parents prepare for starting school this September. The campaign highlights that being prepared is about developing everyday skills, not just having the right uniform.  At the heart of the campaign is the Steps for School song by MC Grammar.  You can watch and share the video here: Steps For School Song | @Best Start in Life + @MC Grammar

There is also the preparing for school webpage on Best Start in Life, which brings together helpful guidance and tips: Preparing for school - Best Start in Life  Further campaign resources will be available shortly via the Campaign Resource Centre, including communications toolkits and social media assets – sign up now!

Two Months Left - Dingley’s Promise FREE Inclusion Training
We’re into the final couple of months when Dingley’s Promise Inclusion training will be available free.  The offer ends in June 2026! 
Why should you and your staff do this incredible training?   
· Upskill your entire staff in SEND best practice – at no cost.
· Meet Ofsted requirements around inclusion 
· Boost staff morale by investing in their skills
· Welcome more children into a fully inclusive setting.
If you register before June 2026, you will be given a further time to complete the training! Training - Dingley's Promise
For more information and how to register please follow these links Early Years Inclusion Programme – Dingley's Promise  and https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/. 

[bookmark: _Hlk227242836]DfE Feedback Survey - Check an Early Years Qualification’ Online Service
The Department for Education is inviting early years professionals to share their feedback on the ‘Check an early years qualification’ online service. To provide provide feedback about your experience, complete the survey below. 
https://dferesearch.fra1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bvzLkfocZqIldye?Origin=newsflash

Government Screen Time Guidance for Under Fives
The Government has released new guidance for the use of screen time for under 5s. Information to be shared with parents can be found on Best Start in Life.  The full incident report for professionals can be found on the GOV.uk website. 

National Childminding Week - Do Something Big Campaign
The Do Something Big campaign are looking to put together an article for National Childminding Week in May. They would love to include current childminders in the article which will be featured across National Careers Service and DfE channels.  Do Something Big are keen to hear from childminders across North Yorkshire who would be interested in sharing their experiences. Those who wish to take part should complete the attached form and send to Luke.PRESCOTT@education.gov.uk  (Attachment 1)
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	NOW OPEN – Summer Term 2026 Headcount 
· Submit summer term headcount as soon as you can – do not wait until headcount week as you can always amend up until the deadline. 
· Headcount week 18th – 22nd May 2026
· Can only claim for hours children are registered and attending. 
· Valid Parental Agreement must be in place
· DAF evidence must be submitted by Friday 22nd May 2026

	REMINDER – Websites and Charging!
· Please use the guidance Early education and childcare - GOV.UK Charging and Transparency 1.31 to A1.44 ensure parents are aware of your charges.
· Make your offer clear for parents by using DfE Charging Template here Chargeable_extras_template_2026.docx

	IMPORTANT – Changes to Your Business
· Changes to ownership or bank account contact EYFT (eyft@northyorks.gov.uk), 
· Update any contact details on the provider portal as and when they happen

	REMINDER – Early Years Payments into Bank Accounts
· Please contact eyft@northyorks.gov.uk if you are contacted by your bank about fraudulent activity on the bank account that your early years funding is paid into.

	UPDATE – New Guidance Available on Website
· The following guidance has been updated and is available here Early Years Funding | CYPSinfo  
Useful dates 2026-2027.pdf 
Early Years Funding Rates 2026-27.pdf
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