Private Fostering
As children return to school this term, schools are reminded of their important role in identifying and reporting potential private fostering arrangements. A private fostering arrangement occurs when a child under 16 (or under 18 if disabled) is cared for by someone who is not a parent, close relative or person with parental responsibility for 28 days or more.
School staff are often well placed to notice changes in a child's living arrangements and should share any concerns or information with Children's Social Care at the earliest opportunity.
To support awareness, the NYSCP has recently updated its private fostering resources, including:
· Guidance on notifying private fostering arrangements
· "Could This Be Private Fostering?" practitioner guide
· Duty to Notify information sheet
· A 10-minute awareness video for practitioners
Resources can be accessed via the NYSCP website:
· Private Fostering Guidance
· Could This Be Private Fostering?
· Duty to Notify Private Fostering
· Private Fostering in North Yorkshire (10-minute video)
Please ensure relevant staff are familiar with the indicators of private fostering and the local notification process.

DfE Exclusions Guidance Updated for 2026
We would like to draw your attention to the updated DfE Suspension and Permanent Exclusion Guidance (2026)
In response to these changes, all North Yorkshire Council exclusion and suspension paperwork has been reviewed and updated to ensure alignment with the latest statutory requirements.
The revised documents are available on Exclusions | CYPSinfo
Please note that the webpage also contains information on the new DfE exclusion codes, which should now be used when recording suspensions and permanent exclusions.
We encourage all school leaders and staff responsible for exclusion processes to familiarise themselves with the updated guidance, documentation and coding arrangements.
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